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Good Morning, Mr. Talal Abu Ghazala, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and 

Gentlemen: 

The name of your organization – the Arab States Research and Education Network – 

suggests creativity, innovation, forward thinking, receptiveness to change, and, to me, 

especially, regional development and global connections.  It is a great pleasure to 

welcome all of you to the United Arab Emirates and to Dubai for this E-AGE 2012 

Conference. 

This opportunity to welcome you presented me with a dilemma.  As one who believes 

strongly in technology and enjoys using new technology as an early adapter, I thought it 

might be appropriate for me to send my Avatar – the computer representation of myself 

– to extend my personal greetings and tell you of my strong support of your goals and 

objectives.  My Avatar would also be able to emphasize for me the important role 

digital infrastructures play in the strong, continuing economic and social growth of the 

United Arab Emirates and my belief in their great potential for creating and sustaining 

meaningful national research enterprises in our region. 

My dilemma, however, was this:  sending my Avatar might be a logical, efficient choice 

that made an important personal statement, but it would have denied me the personal 

pleasure that can only come from direct human contact.  I find great benefit in social 

interaction, and in many circumstances, I am unwilling to pretend that virtual 

interaction, however technologically advanced, should take its place. 

This, of course, represents only one particular choice for one specific individual.  I do 

not suggest that it is possible to generalize from it for myself or for others.  What I do 

suggest, however, is that this example may be helpful as we strive to understand and 

facilitate the use of technology to support our educational institutions, our research and 

innovation efforts, our businesses, and our governments. 

I am pleased to see from your schedule that you are thinking in the broadest possible 

terms about the role of technology infrastructures in our societies.  Just as you are aware 

that there is no particular model or strategy for all countries or regions to follow 

regarding the way their digital infrastructures are built and operated, so there is no 

single model for deciding how to deal with technology and its impact on society.  What 

is without challenge, however, is the need for an e-infrastructure that can facilitate the 

work of educators, researchers, and innovators in our countries – an infrastructure that is 

secure, capable of meeting present and future needs, committed to satisfying 

international standards, and ready to promote community engagement and support. 

There is a need in our region for digital infrastructures that promote more research and 

discovery in all disciplines – infrastructures that will help our region achieve important 

objectives.  Those objectives include increasing economic growth and development, 

enhancing academic research, and keeping pace with global developments and 

innovations.  More important, these digital infrastructures in our countries need to help 

increase the effectiveness of our national universities and research institutions.  For all 

of that to happen, however, businesses, government agencies, and academic institutions 

must envision the promise and power of these effective connecting tools.  They must 
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explore the opportunities such digital infrastructures can provide for the exchange of 

information among all segments of society and academia about research applications in 

all areas of our lives. 

Today, by holding this conference, you aim to advance substantially the research and 

education capacity of the Arab region.  Your network has the potential to expand the 

boundaries of teaching, learning, and research.  You can dramatically increase the 

ability of students, researchers, and institutions to learn together and to collaborate.  

You can help place our region in the forefront of technological development.  And, of 

course, you can help our colleges and universities keep pace with global technological 

innovations and enhance their collaboration with leading universities and research 

centers around the world. 

Our digital infrastructures must allow us to connect, communicate, and collaborate.  

They must provide individuals and institutions with the knowledge and ability to 

retrieve, analyze, and use large quantities of information.  And they should help to 

create the conditions that will allow modern technologies and innovation to enrich all 

aspects of our lives.  You are absolutely right to be concentrating on those themes in 

this conference. 

There is also a need for responsibility, assigned and accepted, for all those involved in 

the process of establishing and operating these e-infrastructures, and for the education 

of those who will be parties to that process.  This is why conferences such as this one 

are so important. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The nature of your work and your presence at this conference are cause for great 

optimism. Education, research, and innovation fuel economic growth. Those three areas 

of endeavor are closely linked.  Colleges and universities attract talented students and 

should provide them with the opportunities to pursue big ideas.  Faculty and researchers 

should be encouraged to think “outside the box.”  Their work must be enhanced by 

international cooperation.  Although we routinely marvel at the interconnected nature of 

our world today, we still must exert some effort to take advantage of the opportunity for 

sharing ideas and building on each other’s insights and successes.   You are seizing the 

opportunity today, and I hope that you will continue to cooperate both regionally and 

internationally.  I believe strongly that our success in building knowledge economies in 

our countries will depend on the promotion of effective education; on strong partnership 

between educational and research institutions and business and industry; on the ability 

to turn research results into applications that drive economic progress; and on an 

environment that allows for keeping pace with the latest developments in science and 

technology around the world. 

Today, we can with some accuracy view all seven billion human inhabitants of this 

entire planet as a single global society.  Without question, the prime connector of our 

individual societies has been the Internet.  The Internet has allowed us to vastly increase 

our knowledge about the rest of the world.  It has enhanced our ability to exchange 

ideas with people in other countries, as well as our own.  It has initiated dialogues of 
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great potential value.  In particular, endeavors that have long recognized and depended 

on the swift exchange of information, that is, research in science, medicine, 

communications, and economics, for example, gain efficiency and power with every 

new expert added to the global conversation.  The ability to participate in that global 

conversation strengthens the interest and commitment of a society to the perfection of 

those endeavors.  The whole world profits from full global participation. 

Those reasons persuade us that we should welcome a totally connected world, 

especially if we understand the value of a human society and seek to promote it.  We in 

the United Arab Emirates share that view with most, if not all of you.  In our forty-one 

years as a nation we have purposefully become a member of the global society and have 

moved perhaps most zealously to develop our technological capacity. Under the wise 

leadership of the President, Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahayan, our country 

continues to value technological competence, especially as it supports education, 

business and finance, a sustainable environment, and an innovative, productive, and 

prosperous society.  Reinforced by the leadership of the Vice President, His Highness 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, and His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Zayed al Nahayan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of 

the Armed Forces, His Highness Sheikh Khalifa presides over a country deeply 

enmeshed in IT networks, a country taking full advantage of the possibilities of the 

digital world. Dedicated to building and sustaining a knowledge society, we fully 

understand that we must enhance our national capacity to carry out high-quality 

research, performed by talented faculty and students, connected by modern 

technologies, and conducted in well-equipped facilities.  By hosting you in this 

conference, we express our strong resolve to address key issues that impact the 

successful establishment of our national research capacity. And we also express our 

strong commitment to regional collaboration and global engagement. 

We therefore welcome you warmly to this “e-AGE Conference”, dealing with 

integrating Arab e-infrastructures in a global environment.  Along with you, we are 

quite excited by the great potential of the Arab States Research and Education Network 

and by its role in the building of our national capacities in education and research. 

I thank you again for participating in this Conference.   My Avatar thanks you, as well, 

and extends his greetings.  Both my Avatar and I are very pleased that our National 

Research Foundation serves as your host.  By hosting this conference, the Foundation 

continues to demonstrate its important role in promoting regional and international 

cooperation and networks that link education, technology, business, and government in 

mutually beneficial initiatives. 

Again, welcome.  My best wishes to all of you for a very successful conference. 


