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In the name of Allah the Most Merciful & Most Gracious 

 

Praise be to God, and may peace and blessings be upon the Messenger of humanity, our 

master Mohammed bin Abdullah, his family and companions. 

 

 His Excellency Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, Chairman Arab States Research and 

Education Network and the chairperson of the 10
th

 International Platform on 

Integrating Arab e-Infrastructure in a Global Environment 

 Your Excellencies, the Ministers 

 Ladies and Gentlemen, participating in this Forum, Representatives of European 

Union, International and Arab Organizations and Local and Regional Networks in 

Jordan, Research and Education Networks in Europe, America, Africa and Asia ... 

and the two projects of Euro-Mediterranean Connect (EUMEDCONNECT3) and 

the Africa Connect (AFRICACONNECT3). 

 Dignitaries, Distinguished Guests of Honor,  dear Friends and Colleagues: 

 

Kind greetings to you all! 

 

It is a great privilege to me to join you at this important Forum which is held 

virtually during 15-16 December 2020, with the active and wide-ranging participation of 

a constellation of academics, researchers, scientists, experts, and decision-makers from 

different governments, institutions, non-governmental and civil society organizations. 

The significance of this Conference - and this is what attracted our attention - lies 

in its endeavor to develop the Arab e-infrastructure for research and education, 

reinforcing their efficiency, enriching scientific research in e-infrastructure and its 

applications, and enhancing its uses to promote research participation and access to 

computational resources, specifically amidst the unprecedented crisis of the Coronavirus 

pandemic. 

 

First, I would like, on behalf of myself and all colleagues, in the Government of 

the Republic of Yemen and Higher Education Institutions, to present our sincere thanks 

and appreciation with a deep sense of gratitude to His Excellency Dr. Talal Abu-

Ghazaleh - Chairman of the Forum - for the kind invitation sent to us to participate in this 

significant forum. He has given us this honorable opportunity to participate and 

communicate, through this virtual conference platform, with you, experts and scientists 

from all over the world, and particularly the Arab scientific community at this crucial 

stage in the history of the Arab world. Amidst  current circumstances and highly 

complicated situations surrounded by tremendous political, economic, security, social, 

and technical challenges and difficulties, we more than ever need to take a serious stand 

and think based on solid scientific methodology. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Undoubtedly, the issue of developing and updating of university and higher 

education and scientific research institutions is one of the important issues of much 

concern to regional and international decision-makers and educational policy planners. It 

is an essential strategic choice to achieve the strategic goals of universities and societies. 

Besides, higher education institutions stand as the most important foundations for 

building the modern state. They stand as centers of excellence and stronghold of human 

thought at its highest levels. They are vital fields for investment, a key driver in their 

sustainability process, and a prerequisite for human development based on knowledge 

economies. The future of states and their development are mainly determined within the 

rooms of these institutions, which require constant and renewed strategic development at 

the level of goals and environment. 

As we approach the end of the second decade of the 21
st
 century (December-

2020), we live in a highly competitive world driven by the increasing and rapid impact of 

globalization, knowledge explosion, digitalization and technology revolution, and 

economic revolution produced by open-market policy. All of these factors posed strategic 

challenges to all countries in the world in general, and the developing and Arab countries 

in particular, to maintain their survival and sustain their competitiveness. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

This reputed forum is a great opportunity for us to convey, through you, an image 

of what is happening in our wounded homeland, the Republic of Yemen, showing the 

challenges it faces as a result of the blockade and the damages and grave effects on the 

country in various aspects of development, the most important of which are: 

 Due to what is done against my country since 2015, the telecommunication sector 

has been destroyed, as more than 360 telecommunication towers and 1,700 

telecommunication sites have been demolished. As a result, initial estimates of 

losses in this sector amounted to $ 2 billion. In addition, six international Internet 

outlets out of the seven used by Yemen International Telecommunications 

Company  (TELEYEMEN CO.) were out of service, as a result of the interruption 

of the submarine cable in January 2020, preventing the entry of any devices for 

the development of Yemen telecommunications, and detaining various fiber-optic 

equipment in land and sea ports. The blockade has also caused a decline in the 

movement of internal and external remittances, impeded trade and movement of 

goods, and led to the interruption of internet-related activities. It has even 

hindered the activity of journalists, as some of them resorted to expensive satellite 

services. This interruption and the subsequent deterioration have caused great 

losses in this private sector, estimated at more than 50 billion Yemeni riyals, 

equivalent to more than ($ 83 million). 
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 Likewise, the higher education sector and its educational institutions, which 

include (55) public and private institutions, comprising approximately (250) 

thousand male and female students, have suffered direct and indirect damages and 

losses. The initial estimates of the damage during the five years of the imposed 

blockade amounted to more than $3 billion, according to the damage report 

prepared by the Ministry in 2018. This is tantamount to violation of humanitarian 

values, international laws and UN charters that prohibit targeting educational 

institutions and civilian objects. 

 10 public universities suffered direct losses estimated at 123 billion and 261 

million Yemeni riyals, the losses of the other 18 private universities in various 

governorates were estimated at 12 billion riyals. Still, $30 million are losses of 

indirect damages. The universities were also exposed to material losses and severe 

damage in their buildings and equipment. 

 The relocation of the Central Bank (CBY), the subsequent interruption of salaries, 

as well as the displacement (IDP) have caused many students to drop out of 

universities. Besides, the cultural exchange scholarships that were offered 

annually to Yemen at the rate of 850 university and postgraduate scholarships, 

especially those of the European Union, were stopped. These scholarships are 

distributed among various groups of society in northern and southern areas 

without exception. 

 On the other hand, many higher education institutions lost international students. 

In addition, the migration of many highly qualified Yemeni minds with rare 

specializations has increased the burden on these institutions. 

This is part of the sufferings that the Yemeni people endure as a result of the current 

circumstances that the country undergoes today.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is clear that I have taken much more time. However, thanks to this forum, we 

found a window that allowed us to convey to you and the whole world the circumstances 

and challenges we, and the higher education sector and its institutions in our country, are 

facing. Nevertheless, public and private higher education institutions were able to 

continue the educational process, develop their programs, and improve their qualities. 

Despite these circumstances and limited capabilities, we have been able to convert threats 

into opportunities to improve the outcomes of these institutions. We were able to 

accomplish many important achievements in this sector and strive to improve higher 

education and the quality of its academic programs by preparing the National Academic 

Reference Standards (NARS) for Medical, Engineering and Computer Science programs, 

and (WFME) standards for the Human Medicine program. These standards were applied 

in universities, which are encouraged to obtain academic accreditation from the Council 

for Academic Accreditation & Quality Assurance before 2023. 
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Attention has also been given to scientific research, linking its activities to the 

society needs and development requirements. We have established a system of 

networking for scientific research, and prepared a bibliography of scientific theses for a 

period 50 years, from 1970 to the present year 2020. 

The Ministry also held The First E-Learning Conference: Current Reality and 

Prospects on 11-12 November 2020 with the participation of a constellation of Yemeni 

and Arab academics from Arab and other foreign countries. The most important 

outcomes of this conference are as follows: 

1- Establishing an internal network in universities to be connected externally with 

the other universities through the National Network (Service Provider). 

2- Activating a new technology that would expand the range and speed of the 

Internet. 

3- Approving exemption and zero-rating educational content tariffs on internet 

through telecommunications companies. 

4- Working for establishing a national cloud network. 

5- Mobile telecommunication companies grant SIM cards to students and 

government institutions that enable them to access electronic content free of cost 

or at reduced prices.  

 

Finally, Ladies and Gentlemen, we are following the activities of your esteemed 

conference with awareness and interest. We stress on the urgent need for cooperation and 

collaborative efforts to move forward in the service of the Arab nation and humanity. We 

have to stand the challenge with full determination to achieve development. 

We look forward to seeing the outcomes of this significant scientific and professional 

event realized. Today they may be just ideas, but tomorrow they will flourish and become 

important work projects to be taken as models for others to follow. 

Through you and your kind efforts, ways will be enlighten in front of research 

scholars, administrative and academic leaders, and specialists in the fields of technology 

and research in the Arab region, which is in dire need of such distinguished activities. 

 

With best thanks and wishes for grand success! 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Hussein Ali Hazen 

Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, 

Sana’a, Republic of Yemen. 

 


