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Academic Library Traditional Role:

To avail/maintain access 
to Information, Resources, 
ICT services, Space.
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Open Science Definition: 

Open Science is the practice of science in such a
way that others can collaborate and contribute,
where research data, lab notes and other
research processes are freely available, under
terms that enable reuse, redistribution and
reproduction of the research and its underlying
data and methods.



asrenorg.net 4

Open Science ≠ Open Access
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Academic  libraries 
already become 
involved in some 
aspects of this new 
environment:

In promoting OA

Setting up publishing services

Developing research data management 
policies

Running repositories
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Open Science 
& 

Academic 
Libraries Role 

The role of libraries on open science 
has been recognized and discussed 
at multiple platforms and endorsed 
publicly by international 
organizations and stakeholders.

Academic libraries to play an 
important role as enablers of open 
science and ultimately support an 
inclusive and innovative research 
community.
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Libraries 
as 

Enablers

Preserving, connecting & versioning scholarly 
content.

Giving support to the infrastructure.

Contributing to the RDM policies and strategies.

Advocacy & awareness on benefits of Open 
Science.

Training & supporting researchers to open their 
research workflows.
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Competencies/Skills  Needed

Ability to advise on 
preserving research outputs

Knowledge to advise on 
data management and 

curation, including ingest, 
discovery, access, 

dissemination, preservation, 
and portability.

Knowledge to support 
researchers in complying 

with the various mandates 
of funders, including open 

access requirements.

Knowledge to advise on 
potential data manipulation 
tools used in the discipline/ 

subject.

Knowledge to advise on 
data mining;

Knowledge to advocate, and 
advise on, the use of 

metadata.

Ability to advise on the 
preservation of project 

records (e. g. 
correspondence).

Knowledge of sources of 
research funding to assist 

researchers to identify 
potential funders.

Skills to develop metadata 
schema, and advise on 

discipline/subject standards 
and practices, for individual 

research projects.
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ASRENs Strategy 
On 

Open Science -
Supporting 

Libraries and Other 
Communities 
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LIBSENSE 
Initiative

Outcomes of the LIBSENSE initiative 

Terms of 
Reference for 
NREN-Library 
collaboration.

Metadata 
guidelines for 
repositories.

Plans for a 
regional 

repository 
hosting service.

National and 
institutional 

policy 
templates. 

was lunched in 2016 to bring the research and 
education networks (RENs) and academic library 
communities together to build sustainable and 
relevant approaches for open access and open 

science.
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ASREN 
Contribution 

to 
LIBSENSE 
Initiative 

Promoting the Open Access trends and practices. 

ASREN mailing lists :Librarians & Scientific Research communities. 

Third ASREN - LIBSENSE workshop entitled “Next steps”  (Dec 2020) discussed 
supporting Open Knowledge through an initiative for harvesting data repositories 

in the Arab region with focus on Arabic content and language.

LIBSENSE Virtual Workshop (October 2020) addressed  Open Science/Open Access 
in Arabic region.

LIBSENSE III Workshop (Tunisia April 2019) , Priorities surfaced: 

A federated discovery 
system for the region.

Increasing the value of 
Arabic content.

Shared content hosting 
platform.

Advocacy, training, and 
communities of practice.
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ASREN always 
contributes/builds on 

LIBSENSE WGs:

Infrastructure - OA journals, 
repositories, and discovery 

services activities. 

Co-designing Open Access 
publishing infrastructures

Capacity Building Priorities: 
Open repositories, Open 

access publishing, Research 
data management, Open 

learning and open 
educational resources.
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In 

• Polices/Templates/Strategies (Regional & National)

• Finalizing the PIDs Strategy Document. 

Capacity building, Advocacy & Awareness : 

• Contribution to all RREN events and other international events.

• Workshops & Training activities.  

• On 30th November 20222 LIBSENSE supported CNUDST (National 
University Center for Scientific and Technical Documentation)

• a one-day LIBSENSE Workshop on Open Science at Tunis, Tunisia.

LIBSENSE Progress:  
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Brokerage Event Towards a FAIR Compliant Commons in the 
ASREN Region
An example of Collaboration between researchers in ASREN region and their colleagues in the 

rest of the world ( Jordan, Palestine,  Italy, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Morocco, Somalia & 
Ethiopia)  

This event, which is part of the programme of the 16th International Conference 
on Open Repositories

Aim was to promote FAIR principles and Open Science commons, such as digital 
repositories and persistent identifiers both for researchers and their research 
outputs. 

The event lasted 3 hours and it is divided in three parts: a workshop, a 
brokerage session, and a hands-on tutorial.

https://or2021.openrepositories.org/


Collaboration with  PIDs providers:  DataCite & ORCiD 
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Technical awareness sessions/Trainings  for RREN staff and for libraries/research 
communities to address the Importance of PIDs . 

ASREN have continuous discussions with DataCite & ORCiD , ASREN/NREN aims 
to be PIDs provider/enabler in its region. 

ORCID and ASREN have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to 
facilitate the adoption of ORCID iDs and use of ORCID’s Registry amongst 
members of ASREN’s community. 

ASREN membership in DataCite EMEA Expert Group
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Collaboration with LA Referencia

The aim of the collaboration 
is to advance open science 
policies, services and 
infrastructure.

ASREN will start to adopt 
and contribute in “LA 
Referencia” setup 
internationalization. 
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Collaboration with EOSC 

The European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) is an environment for hosting 
and processing research data to support EU science.

EOSC ultimately aims to develop a Web of FAIR Data and services for science in 
Europe upon which a wide range of value-added services can be built. These 
range from visualisation and analytics to long-term information preservation or 
the monitoring of the uptake of open science practices.

ASREN became Observer member at EOSC Association in March 
2021. 

ASREN team started to participate in EOSC Advisory 
Groups/Task Forces.

ASREN is counting on the collaboration with EOSC to 
initiate  an Arabian Open Science Cloud setup.
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Collaboration with UNESCO

Contributing to 
UNESCO 

Recommendation on 
Open Science.

Areas of Collaboration 
UNESCO are:

Developing national 
roadmaps

Arab States Open 
Science Cloud

Policy development 
workshops
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Collaboration with AArU

The MoU included several pillars that mostly focus on:

Supporting the developments of the pan Arab 
dedicated research and education network to 

connect universities and research centers with other 
universities around the world through this network.

Sharing knowledge with research and education 
communities in the region especially on using the 

research and education infrastructures and services 
to enhance their research and education outcomes.

Cooperation in Open science and Open Access.

The Association of Arab Universities (AArU) and the Arab States Research and 
Education Network (ASREN) have a signed a memorandum of understanding 

(MoU) towards cooperation in scientific areas, especially in research and 
education infrastructures and services.
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Collaboration with Federation of Arab Scientific 
Research Councils

In order to enable researchers, academics and students to develop their businesses, and 
to transform research outcomes into products. The intended cooperation covers:

All relevant infrastructure 
Tools and applications of 

scientific research, 

ASREN and the Federation of Arab Scientific Research Councils Sign Cooperation 
Agreement.
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ASREN is enrolled in Digital Cooperation & Diplomacy initiative 
meetings and discussions. 

ASREN membership in the Open Science Community Saudi Arabia 
(OSCSA)

Discussions to collaborate/sign MoU with: CNUDST (Tunisia), KISR 
(Kuwait) 

Recent Updates on Collaborations



Any questions?

Thank you

@ASRENOrg @ASRENOrg asrenorg.net


