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Why ASREN?

deployment to tackle today’s crises in climate
change, global economy, food, water scarcity,
alternative energy, and threatening environmental
issues. The forum can lay the foundation for a
dream of many of today’s leaders towards a global
e-infrastructure for R&E based on real life broad
inclusiveness beyond any political protocols.

Arab States Research and Education Network
ASREN, is the association of the Arab region NRENs
(National Research and Education Network) and
other strategic partners. Its mission is to establish,
manage and operate a Pan-Arab e-Infrastructure
and e-Services for the Research and Education
communities. The purpose is to boost Scientific
Research and regional Cooperation. ASREN’s vision
is to support pan-Arab collaborative research and
education projects and activities through high-speed
networks, and to contribute to boosting scientific
research, innovation and education across the Arab
world by increasing efficiency and productivity of
research and education communities

e-AGE 2011

The 1st International Platform on Integrating Arab
e-infrastructure in a Global Environment, e-AGE 2011
took place in Amman during December 12-14, 2011
under the Patronage of His Majesty King Abdullah
II ibn Al Hussein. It was attended by more than
200 high level representatives including ministers,
policy makers, academics, network professionals,
researchers, scientists, and government officials
from 30 different countries. e-AGE 2011 was an
important gathering for networking among officials,
experts and scientists from all many countries,
including Jordan, UAE, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Algeria,
Tunis, Morocco, Lebanon, Sudan, Qatar, Somalia,
Cyprus, USA, Peru, Canada, Italy, Turkey, Belgium,
Germany, UK, Korea, Ethiopia, Palestine, Iraq, Egypt,
Greece, Netherlands, Belgium, and Switzerland.

What e-AGE is all about?

Integrating Arab e-infrastructure in a Global
Environment e-AGE, is an annual international
platform conducted by ASREN. Since launched in
December 2010 at the League of Arab States, it was
decided to have this annual activity moving from
one Arab Country to another. e-AGE comes in line
with ASREN’s major objectives related to creating
awareness, promoting R&E collaboration and joint
activities and establishing human networks in order
to facilitate collaboration and cooperation among
researchers and academicians in the Arab region
and the rest of the world.

e-AGE 2012

The 2nd International Platform on Integrating Arab
e-infrastructure in a Global Environment, e-AGE
2012, took place in Dubai during December 12-13,
2012 under the Patronage of His Excellency Nahyan
Mubarak Al Nahyan, the UAE Minister of Higher
education and Scientific Research. e-AGE 2012 was
attended by academics, network professionals,
researchers, scientists, and high level decision
makers from governments, enterprises, NGOs,
academia, and civil society. The e-AGE platform will
be most important venue for networking among
experts and scientists from all over the world.
Participants represented:

e-AGE is meant to be the launching pad for R&E
connectivity and cooperation. It brings together
ASREN, EUMED, GEANT, AfREN and INTERNET2
stakeholders and region’s foremost innovators,
leaders, scientists, and businesses to discuss and
debate new models of innovation, integration of
R&E networks, policies for sustainable development
in education, means of knowledge
sharing
and
dissemination,
capacity building programs, and
region-wide e- infrastructure
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Representatives from the following countries
participated in e-AGE 2012 meetings: Jordan,
Palestine, Egypt, UAE, Saudi Arabia, Oman, KSA,
Algeria, Tunis, Morocco, Lebanon, Sudan, Qatar,
Somalia, Cyprus, USA, Italy, Netherlands, Switzerland,
Belgium, Germany, Greece, UK, Bahrain, Dominican
Republic, Yemen, Nigeria, Afghanistan, Czech
Republic, Ghana, Zimbabwe, China, Latin America,
Malawi, Cameroon, India, Spain, Rwanda, Belgium
and Ivory Coast.

e-AGE 2013

Now, and after 2 years of success in bringing
together high level and wide range of participants
from many countries around the world, e-AGE
2013 is planned on the basis of three main themes:
Connect ----> Access ----> Innovate

Connect: Facilitate connectivity through a high-

speed network to allow scientists to communicate,
collaborate, exchange, and run both data and
computational-intensive scientific applications
and services. The objective is to scale up broadband
dedicated networks with a growing focus on crossboarder connections and regional peering. Several
initiatives can be introduced to support reforms,
e-Infrastructure sharing, and open access models.

Access: Enable seamless access to data, services,
applications, and resources related to science and
education. e-AGE 2013 will be a platform to explore
access opportunities and services that can be
provided to research communities in a federated
context. Case studies and best practices will be
demonstrated on federated access, science gateway,
cloud and grid computing, data repositories, and
other related resources and services.

Innovate: High-speed networks and wide access

represent enabling environments for students,
researchers and scientists to innovate for greater
competitiveness across industries towards better
revenue generation through knowledge economy.
ASREN is becoming more visible and more active
in the region and beyond. It has developed a new
shareholder scheme with more Arab NRENs joining
as well as more supporting organizations. Following
on the success of e-AGE in 2011 and 2012, e-AGE 2013
will include events, workshops, meetings centered
on the following themes:
• The 6th event on Euro-Mediterranean
e-infrastructure
• The 3rd annual conference ASREN, e-AGE 2013
• CHAIN-REDS
project
workshop
on
e-Infrastructures for Education, Research and
Development
• EUMEDCONENCT3 project meeting
• Technical workshop on Network Management
Tools for NREN NOCs by NSRC
• AROQA ACQUIN workshop
• AROQA 5th conference
Moreover special sessions will be dedicated to
specific domains, mainly focusing on experiences in
connectivity and e-Infrastructure, applications and
services in variety of scientific domains, and case
studies with impact indicators and measures. It is
also important to show how research infrastructure
created benefits to communities and collaboration.
It is still critical to show how research connectivity
can promote collaboration and innovation. Different
discussions will be stimulated during e-AGE to drive
outcomes and concrete results on practical steps
towards developing a regional e-Infrastructure.
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Agenda
Day 1, 12 December 2013

08:00 – 09:00 Registration
09:00 – 10:00 Opening
• H.E. AIi Abu Zuhri, Minister, MOHESR, Palestine
• H.E. Ali Al-Adeeb, Minister, MOESR, Iraq
• H.E. Faeqa Saeed Alsaleh, Assistant Secretary General for Social Affairs, LAS, Egypt
• H.E. Moncef Bin Salem, Minister, MOHESR, Tunisia
• Mr. Kamel Braham, World Bank
• H.E. Talal Abu Ghazaleh, Chairman, Chairman, ASREN, Jordan
10:00 – 10:30 Keynotes
• Yousef Torman, “Regional Updates”, Managing Director, Technology, Networking and
Infrastructures, ASREN, Jordan
• Roberto Barbera, “Science Gateways”, University of Catania and INFN, Italy
10:30 – 11:00

Coffee Break

11:00 – 12:30
Session1: “Connect…”
• Habib Yousef, General Director, Computing Center Al Khwarizmi, Tunisia (CHAIR)
• Mohammad Salim Saay, “Afghanistan Research and Education Network - AfgREN“, Manager of
AfgREN, Ministry of Higher Education, Afghanistan
• Hyong Soon KIM, «KOREN, The Progress of ICT Research Infrastructure in Korea», Director,
KOREN, Korea
• Markus Buchhorn, “Advancement of the NREN Infrastructure and Applications in the AsiaPacific Region”, General Manager, APAN, Australia
• Alberto Perez Gomez, “RedIRIS-New network infrastructure and new challenges”, Deputy
Director for RedIRIS & International Relations of Dominios.es, Spain
12:30 – 14:00

Lunch Break

14:00 – 15:30 Session2: “Access: R&E Enablers”
• Hedi Haddada, “International Cooperation of the CNRS “, Research Director, CNRS, France,
(CHAIR)
• Magda Hussein Zaki, “The Role Arab League “, Director of Education and Scientific Research,
LAS, Egypt
• Hans Frese, “Filling Gaps and Needs of NRENs – The SILK Experience “, Technical Advisor, NATO,
Germany
• Patrick Fassnacht, “CERN: the main three axis - Research, Innovation and Training”, Adviser to
DG for MENA, CERN, Switzerland
15:30 – 16:00

Coffee Break
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16:00 – 17:30
•
•
•
•
•
•

Session3: “Roundtable Discussion on ASREN and e-Infrastructures Developments in the
Arab World”
Federico Ruggieri, CHAIN-REDS Project Manager, University of Rome III, Italy, (CHAIR)
Ismail Abdelhamid, “ ISESCO & PIREN“, Director, ISESCO, Moroc co
David West, EUMEDCONNECT3 Project Manager, DANTE, UK
Salem Alagtash, Managing Director, Research, Education and Administration, ASREN, Bahrain
Mohamad Eljazzar, Manager, Information Security, Qatar University , Qatar
Tiwonge Msulira Banda, F&A Manager, UbuntuNet Alliance, Malawi

Day 2, 13 December 2013

09:00 – 10:30 Session 4: “NRENs, Changes, Challenges and Opportunities”
• Johnathon Chapman, “NREN 3.0 –Globalization”, Chair, Internet2 Emerging NRENs Middle East
Special Interest Group, (CHAIR)
• John Dyer, “The evolution & development of Research & Education Networks”, Business &
Technical Strategist, TERENA, Netherlands
• Yves Poppe, “Evolution of the Middle Eastern Subsea Cable Capacity”, Director of Business
Development and Strategy, Data Services, Tata Communications, Canada
• Rodney Wilson, “Ultra-high Speed, long reach 400G Transmission made real”, Senior Director,
External Research, Ciena
• Fahd Batayneh, “Middle East Strategy Working Group (MESWG) – A Community Driven
Approach“, Stakeholder Engagement Coordinator, ICANN, Jordan
10:30 – 11:00 Coffee Break
11:00 – 12:30
Session5: “Innovate…”
• Oum Kalthoum Ben Hassine, “The regional gender research network in Africa and the Middle
East into ICTs for empowerment (GRACE) : Objectives, Researchers, Projects, Working Policies
and Lessons Learned “,Professor, University of Tunis, Tunisia, (CHAIR)
• Najoua Kamoun, “Institute Of Physicochemical Analysis “, General Director, INRAP, Tunisia
• Guido Zebisch, “Facilitating Knowledge Transfer: ALECSO´s Quatrilingual Arabic Technical
Online Dictionary”, ARABTERM Project Coordinator, Moroc co
• Haifa Feki, “Application of Geostatistics for the Estimation of Climatic Variables in Tunisia”,
High School of Rural Equipment Engineers e of Medjez El Bab, Tunisia
• Adel Abdel Sadek , “Cyber Security”, CEO, Arab Center for Cyberspace Research- Ahram Center
for Political & Strategic Studies, Egypt
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12:30 – 14:00

Lunch Break

14:00 – 15:30 Session6: “eScience across borders”
• Ognjen Prnjat, “Regional Development Approaches to Shared Computing Infrastructures”,
European and Regional e-Infrastructure Manager, GRNET, Greece, (CHAIR)
• Bruce Becker, “The Africa and Arabia Regional Operation Center“, Coordinator, South African
National Grid, Meraka Institute, South Africa
• Rafael Mayo-García, “A CHAIN-REDS Perspective about Data Ac cess and Metadata
Management”, Senior Researcher, CIEMAT, Spain
• Fotis Karayiannis, «Engagedata.eu, gateway to open Public Sector Information», IndependentMicrosoft Innovation Center, Greece
15:30 – 16:00 Coffee Break
16:00 – 17:30 Session7: “Round Table Discussion on Clouds for Research and Education”
• Salem Alagtash, Managing Director, Research, Education and Administration, ASREN, Bahrain,
(CHAIR)
• Karim Chine, “Elastic-R, Towards a Universal Platform for Research and Education in the Cloud”,
Director, Cloud Era Ltd. UK.
• Ognjen Prnjat, “Oceanos and synnefo - clouds for global R&E” European and Regional
e-Infrastructure Manager, GRNET, Greece
• Vincenzo Puliatti, “Cloud e-Infrastructures”, Chairman, IT Synergy, Egypt
17:30 – 18:00 Remarks, Conclusions, Next Meeting and Closing
• Yousef Torman, Managing Director, Technology, Networking and Infrastructures, ASREN, Jordan
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Host

e-AGE 2013 will be hosted by the Tunisian Ministry of Higher education and Scientific Research represented
by The Computing Center Al Khwarizmi (CCK) which represents the NREN of Tunisia.

Partners

EUMEDCONNECT3

EUMEDCONNECT3 provides e-Infrastructure giving high-capacity connectivity for research and education
purposes in the southern and eastern Mediterranean region. It enables researchers and academics in
these countries to collaborate with their counterparts in the Arab and European research and education
communities. Over 40 million users on over 8000 research and education establishments across Europe
can be reached via GÉANT.
The EUMEDCONNECT Programme has provided research and education networking within the
Mediterranean area since 2004 and countries eligible for EC funding support are shown below. Current
EUMEDCONNECT3 connectivity is shown on the topology map. The Programme is interested to extend
connectivity to further countries within the Arab regions.
The EUMEDCONNECT3 Project is managed by DANTE (Delivery of Advanced Network Technology to Europe).
DANTE plans, builds and operates advanced networks for research and education. It is owned by European
NRENs (national research and education networks), and works in partnership with them and in cooperation
with the European Commission. DANTE provides the data communications infrastructure essential to the
development of the global research community.
Internet2 and Internet2 SIG

Internet2 is an exceptional community of U.S. and international leaders in research, academia, industry
and government who create and collaborate via innovative technologies. Together, we accelerate research
discovery, advance national and global education, and improve the delivery of public services. Our
community touches nearly every major innovation that defines our modern digital lives, and we continue
to define “what’s next.”
The mission of Internet2 Special Interest Group (SIG) on Emerging National Research and Education
Networks is to bring together the international community to address advancing the state of highperformance networking for research and education in underserved places around the world. Internet2
SIG provides a forum for:
• Sharing information about current initiatives and facilities/data/researchers that need to be reached
• Sharing challenges, opportunities and successes among both emerging and established NRENs
• Discussing possible roles for the Internet2 community
Participants are encouraged to share challenges, ideas, opportunities and successful case studies based on
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their own experiences on the NREN SIG collaboration site.
Currently, there are four active regional interest groups: Caribbean Interest Group, South Asia Interest Group,
Middle East Interest Group, and Africa Interest Group. In the past, the SIG has sponsored a number of workshops
focused on emerging NRENs, particularly in SubSaharan Africa and South Asia, and have held several meetings
including the First International Platform on Integrating Arab e-infrastructure in a Global Environment e-AGE 2011.
CHAIN-REDS

CHAIN-REDS, “Coordination and Harmonization of Advanced e-Infrastructures for Research and Education
Data Sharing” is an EC FP7 collaboration project with vision to promote and support technological and
scientific collaboration across different e-Infrastructures established and operated in various continents
in order to facilitate their uptake and use by established and emerging Virtual Research Communities
(VRCs) but also by single researchers, promoting instruments and practices that can facilitate their
inclusion in the community of users. The project strives not only to disseminate exchange and reinforce
the best practices currently adopted in Europe and other continents, but also promote the progress of
interoperability among different regional e-Infrastructures. CHAIN-REDS gathers the main stakeholders
of regional e-Infrastructures, collectively engaged in studying and defining a path towards a global
e-Infrastructure ecosystem that will allow VRCs, research groups and even single researchers to access and
efficiently use worldwide distributed resources (i.e. computing, storage, data, services, tools, applications).
CHAIN-REDS will leverage the efforts of the previous “regional projects” and also build on the most recent
developments in the fields of Clouds, HPC, and Data Sharing. In the following, the specific objectives are
defined and an overview of how these objectives will be reached following a number of lines of action.
AROQAE

The Arab Organization for Quality Assurance in Education (AROQAE) is an international non-profit
independent association established in Belgium in July 2007 chaired by Dr. Talal Abu Ghazaleh, with the
fundamental objective of raising the quality of education in the Arab world.
AROQAE works hard to foster the Pan-Arab quality assurance and accreditation activities in education by
contributing to academic excellence and innovation, raising relevance of education and improving quality
of instruction to boost the work of the universities within the Arab world so that they rank amongst
the world’s top institutions. It also actively contributes to improving the quality of education in the
Arab world through providing quality assurance review, qualification and capacity-building services, as
well as disseminating good practices in the field of quality assurance, while conducting its activities in
collaboration with Arab, regional and international organizations working in the field of quality assurance
in education.
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Program Committee
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

David West, Delivery of Advanced Network Technology to Europe, UK
Habib Youssef, The Computing Center Al Khwarizmi, Tunisia
Fathi Abu Nimeh, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization, Tunisia
Eshaa Mohamed Alkhalifa, University of Bahrain, Bahrain
Ahmed Dabbagh, UAE Advanced Network for Research and Education, UAE
Salem Al-Agtash, Arab States Research and Education Network, Germany
Mohamed Jemni, The Computing Center Al Khwarizmi, Tunisia
Federico Ruggieri, The Italian National Institute of Nuclear Physics, Italy
Jonathon Chapman, US Internet2 Special Interest Group Middle East, Qatar
Helga Spitaler, Delivery of Advanced Network Technology to Europe, UK
Federica Tanlongo, GARR Consortium, Italy
Heithem Abbes, Research Laboratory LaTICE, Tunisia
Yousef Torman, Arab States Research and Education Network, Jordan

Organizing Committee
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Yousef Torman, Arab States Research and Education Network, Germany
Moin Al Jedaili, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization, Tunisia
Heithem Abbes, Research Laboratory LaTICE, Tunisia
Mondher Belaid, The Computing Center Al Khwarizmi, Tunisia
Moin Al Jedaili, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization, Tunisia
Sara Al-Eisawi, Arab States Research and Education Network, Jordan
Ola Samara, Arab States Research and Education Network, Jordan

Scientific Committee
•
•
•
•
•
•

Eshaa Mohamed Alkhalifa, University of Bahrain, Bahrain
Ahmed Dabbagh, UAE Advanced Network for Research and Education, UAE
Salem Al-Agtash, Arab States Research and Education Network, Bahrain
Federico Ruggieri, The Italian National Institute of Nuclear Physics, Italy
Roberto Barbera, University of Catania, Italy
Rainer Herpers, Bonn-Rhein-Sieg University of Applied Sciences, Germany

9

12-12-13
Speakers
H. E. Prof. Ali Zeidan Abu Zuhri
Born in Rafah/ Gaza Palestine, in 1948 and studied at the UNRWA schools, Prof. Ali
zeidan Abu Zuhri was appointed as a minister of education in June, 2013. Before
that, in 2012 Abu Zuhri was appointed as a minister of transportation in Palestine.
As a scholar, Abu Zuhri completed a BSc. in Chemistry in 1970 at Assiut University
with honor degrees. At the same venue, the University of Assiut, Abu Zuhri has
also completed a MSc. in electrochemistry, and a PhD in analytical chemistry.
In his administrative role, prof Abu Zuhri got a presidency of Al-Aqsa University,
Gaza for nine years, a vice president for Academic Affairs at the the Arab American
university , Jenin and an academic consultant, at the Arab American University, Jenin, and other universities
in Palestine. Later, he became a chairman of Chemisry Department at An-Najah National University in
Nablus-Palestine.
Major professional work assignments also included a professor of Analytical Chemistry, Faculty of Science,
An-Najah National University, and Nablus - Palestine. Previously, Before that he worked as an associate
professor, and later as a professor at various Palestinian universities in both West Bank and Gaza.
Additionally, he taught chemistry at some Arab universities and was appointed as a prof. of analytical
chemistry at the United Arab Emirates University, (UAE). Through a Fulbright Scholarship, Abu Zuhri moved
to USA, as a visiting associate professor at Southern Illinois University, and Miami University.
Other activities included an appointment as a Palestinian Delegate for (Synchrotron- light for Experimental
Science and Applications) in the Middle East project (SESAME Council), October 2011. As well, he was
appointed as a president of the Scientific Research Council, Ministry of Education and Higher Education in
March 2010. Similarly, Prof Abu Zuhri, became a chairman of the board of Quality Improvement Fund (QIF)
at the Ministry of Education and Higher Education.
Abu Zuhri’s scholarly work included the supervision of a good number of PhD dissertations, and MS
theses for student scholars in Gaza and the West Bank. Those dissertations were significantly focused on
chemistry applications. Moreover, he was chosen as a reviewer of scientific research articles, and later as a
chief editor at university journals where he worked.

H. E. Dr. Ali Al - Adeeb
Dr. Ali Al Adeeb, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research – Iraq.
He is getting the Ph.D. degree in Psychology from the Faculty of Arts, Iraq, but
postponed due to commitment of the task of Minister of Higher Education and
Scientific Research. In 2009, he got the master degree in Psychology, from the
Faculty of Arts, University of Mustansirya, Iraq. In 1965, he got the Bachelor degree
in Education and Psychology, Faculty of Education, University of Baghdad, Iraq.
Activities: Member of the Iraqi National Council (2004). Member of the
Iraqi National Assembly (2004). Member of the Iraqi Committee for Writing
Constitution (2004). Head of the Committee of Educational and Higher Education
in the Iraqi National Assembly (2004). Member of the Iraqi Parliament (2005-2006) and (20062010). Head of the committee of cultural, Scientific and Educational corporation of the
Strategic Agreement between Iraq and United States. Member of the Strategic National
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Committee for Education (2012-2020). Secretary-General of the National Foundation for Development and
Expansion / NGO (Since 2005). Secretary-General of the Iraqi Center for Training and Scientific Consulting.
Editor of “Development Studies” Journal.
Teaching Experience: After his Graduation from the university of Baghdad, he profess Teaching profession
to many related materials like Methods of Teaching (General and Specific), child psychology science, School
Management and Educational Psychology Science in the following institutes: Fundamental Educational
Institute in Abu-Ghreib, Institute of and Primary Teachers in Karbala (1965-1971) and Institute of Teachers
in Babylon. He Immigrated after detention in 1980 to outside Iraq and returned back in 2003 after the fall
of Saddam Regime.
Researches and Studies: Since 1967, he wrote many researches and studies in the field of educational
Curricula including: Imam Ali (peace upon him) Educational Curricula – 1967, Compulsory primary education
/ Statistical Study 1972, The role of Student in Social change 1983, Educational prospects / A series of articles
/ Al-Jihad Journal 1995, Many lectures: political, Social and Educational since 1980 till now, Roadmap for the
Iraq dilemma, Babylon Publishing, First Edition, Beirut 2012, and Human studies curriculum, A vision of a
draft revision of the vocabulary of the humanities curriculum in Iraqi universities, First Edition, Beirut 2013.

H. E. Mrs. Faeqa Al Saleh
Ambassdore Faeqa Saeed Al Saleh is currently the Assistant Secretary General
of the League of Arab States (LAS) – Head of Social Affairs Sector (September
2012-Present), before taking her current position, she was Advisor to the Secretary
General of LAS, and Director of Education and Scientific Research as well as in
charge of the Arab Economic and Social Council Secretariat.
Before joining LAS, she was the Assistant Undersecretary for Planning and
Information at the Ministry of Education in the Kingdom of Bahrain and held
several positions in statistics and educational planning for 25 years. She is a
member of several regional and international councils such as: EFA Global Monitoring Report (GMR) Advisory
Board, International Institute of Educational Planning’s (IIEP) Council of Consultant Fellows and Council of
the Arab Organization for Quality Assurance in Education (AROQA), Council of Arab Scientific Research and
Education Network (ASREN). She also been a member in many councils and higher committees such as: G8/
BMENA on Education Task Force, Arab Planning Institute Council, Public Administration Institute Council
and the Education Committee of the Supreme Council of Women.
She also held key positions in many projects such as national coordinator of Education For All (EFA), project
coordinator of the Education and Training Reform in Bahrain and project manager of enhancing the quality
of education in the Kingdom of Bahrain.
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Research interests focus on education reform and development and comparative education. She published
a number of books in Arabic within the Education System in the World Series. She is also in charge of
producing national reports on education in the Kingdom of Bahrain and Chief Editor of the “Educational
Information Journal “.
She participated in several conferences, seminars..etc, and presented a number of papers and lectures in
education, management, librarianship, information and educational planning.

Prof. Moncef Ben Salem
Prof. Moncef Ben Salem received a Baccalauréat in Mathematics in1970. He
then obtained a DUES in mathematics and physics in 1972, and a Maîtrise in
mathematics from Tunis. He went on to earn a DEA in mathematics in 1974, a
Diplôme d’Ingénieur in Automatisation Industrielle in 1976, and a Doctorat 3ème
cycle in mathematics in 1976, all from Paris, France. Then, in 1980, he earned a
Doctorat d’Etat in mathematics from Toulouse, France.
Pr. Ben Salem helped found the University of Sfax as well the Faculty of Sciences
of Sfax (FSS) and its Department of mathematics, which he chaired from 1976
until 1987. He also served as a member of the scientific council of FSS. From 1980
to 1987 he served as a member of national jurys to recruit faculty members in mathematics at Teaching
Assistant and Assistant Professor levels. In 1977, he founded the faculty members union at the University of
Safx, for which he was elected to chair until 1984. From 1980 to 1987, he served as a referee for Zentralblatt
für mathematic, Berlin, Germany and for Mathematical Review, Michigan, USA. During the period
extending from 1978 until 1987, he was Member of ICTP (International Center of Theoretical Physics),
Trieste, Italy (AEIA – UNESCO), Member of Kuwait Foundation for Advanced Sciences (KEFAS), Member of
Arab Mathematicians and Physicists, as well as a Member of AUPPELF (Association des Universités Parlant
Partiellement ou Entièrement la Langue Française), at Montreal, Canada and Brussels, Belgium. He was
a Visiting Professor at the University of Maryland, USA during the months of January and February 1986.
During 1986-1987, Professor Ben Salem headed a research group at CNRS (Centre National de la Recherche
Scientifique), Paris, France and DGRS (Direction Générale de la Recherche Scientifique), Tunis, Tunisia.
Between 1987 and January 2011, Dr. Ben Salem was subject to political prosecution, where he was denied all
of his basic human rights (work, healthcare, communication, travel, visits to/from family and friends, etc).
Since December 24, 2011, Professor Ben Salem is serving as the Minister of Higher Education and Scientific
Research of Tunisia.

Mr. Kamel Braham
Kamel Braham is the Human Development Coordinator for the Maghreb in the
Middle East and North Africa Region of the World Bank. He joined the World
Bank in 2006 and worked on education and capacity building issues in North
Africa and the Middle East, Sub-Saharan Africa and East Asia. He was successively
the Administrator of the World Bank Institute Scholarship Program and the Task
Team leader for the World Bank education program in Iraq and in Yemen. Before
joining the Bank, he worked for UNESCO and held several senior positions in the
Tunisian Ministry of Higher Education, and Economic and Social Council. Mr.
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Braham holds an engineering degree in statistics from the University of Paris VI, a Master’s degree in
economics from the University of Tunis Al Manar, a Master’s degree in Public Administration from the
French Ecole Nationale d’Administration and a Certificate in Educational Planning and Policy Design from
the Harvard Institute for International Development.

H. E. Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
H.E. Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh born on April 22nd, 1938 in Jaffa, is the Chairman and
Founder of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization. Founded in 1972 (TAG-ORG) is an
international professional services group, TAG-Org is an international professional
services group with 80 offices and 180 representative offices worldwide.
It currently offers a composite range of professional services covering Accounting,
External Audit, Internal Audit, Corporate Governance, Taxation, Educational
Consultancy, Economic and Strategic studies, Management Advisory Services,
Professional and Technical Training, Technology Transfer Project Management,
Real Estate Management, Investors and Business Advisory Services, Human
Resources and Recruitment Services, E-Government, E-Commerce, E-Education, IT and Security Audit,
Webmastering and Web Design, Professional Interpretation and Translation, Website Arabization: Domain
Names Registration, ICT Strategic Planning, ERP Consulting Services, IT and Internet Skills Training and
Examinations, Intellectual Property News Agency, IP Business and Asset Valuation and Branding Services,
IP Registration and Protection, Intellectual Property Renewals, IPR Protection and Management, Legal
Services (Solicitors and Attorneys), and Public Offering.

Yousef Torman
Yousef Torman is currently working as Managing Director for the Arab States
Research and Education Network (ASREN). His aim is to establish a pan Arab
e-Infrastructure to support the development of research and education in the
Arab region. His responsibilities in ASREN include Technology, Networking and
Infrastructure. Youssef’s main focus is to promote and encourage the use of
technology and networks for research and education.
Yousef worked also as Executive Director of the Jordanian Universities Network
(JUNet), the Jordanian National Research and Education Network. He participated
and chaired many national and regional committees and initiatives that focus
on research and education infrastructures. He also co-established and managed the new Computer and
Information Center at Jordan University of Science and Technology (JUST), one of the largest Universities in
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the region with focus on science and technology.
Yousef has played a prominent and key role in the efforts and initiatives that aim to establish a Pan Arab
regional e-Infrastructure for scientific research since more than 5 years.

Roberto Barbera
Prof. Roberto Barbera was born in Catania (Italy) in October 1963. He graduated
in Physics “cum laude” at the University of Catania in 1986 and since 1990 he
holds a Ph.D. in Physics from the same University. Since beginning of 2005 he is
Associated Professor at the Department of Physics and Astronomy of the Catania
University. Since his graduation his main research activity has been done in the
domains of Experimental Nuclear and Particle Physics. He has been involved in
many experiments in France, Russia, United States and Sweden to study nuclear
matter properties in heavy ion collisions at intermediate energies. He is author of
about 90 scientific papers published on international journals and more than 150
proceedings of international conferences. He is editor of the International Journal of Distributed Systems
and Technologies and referee of both Journal of Grid Computing and Future Generation Computer Systems.
Since 1997 he is involved in the NA57 Experiment at CERN SPS and in the ALICE Experiment at CERN LHC.
Within ALICE, he has been the coordinator of the Off-line software of the Inner Tracking System detector
and member of the Off-line Board. Since late 1999 he is interested in Grid Computing. He is member
of the Executive Board of the Italian INFN Grid Project , of the Executive Committee of the Italian Grid
Infrastructure (the Italian National Grid Initiative) and of the Scientific & Technical Committee of GARR
(the Italian National Research and Education Network). Between 2005 and 2009 he has been the Director
of two big Grid Projects (TriGrid VL and PI2S2 ) funded by the Sicilian Regional Government and by the
Ministry of University and Research, respectively. At European level, he has been involved with managerial
duties in many EU funded projects and he is currently the Coordinator of the EPIKH project. Since 2002 he
is the responsible of the GENIUS Grid portal project and, in 2004, he created the international GILDA Grid
infrastructure for training and dissemination that he coordinates since the beginning.

Dr. Habib Youssef
Dr. Habib Youssef received a Diplôme d’Ingénieur en Informatique from the
Faculté des Sciences de Tunis, University of El-Manar, Tunisia in June 1982 and
a Ph.D. in computer science from the University of Minnesota, USA, in January
1990. From September 1990 to January 2001 he was a Faculty member of the
computer engineering department of King Fahd University of Petroleum &
Minerals (KFUPM), Saudi Arabia (Assistant Professor from 1990 to 1995 and
Associate Professor from September 1995 to January 2001). From February 2001
to June 2002, he was a Maître de Conférences en Informatique at the Faculté des
Sciences de Monastir (FSM), University of Monastir, Tunisia. From July 2002 to
August 2005, he served as the Director of the Institut Supérieur d’Informatique et Mathématiques of the
University of Monastir. Since January 2006 he is a Professor of computer science at the University of Sousse.
From July 2007 to August 2011 he served as the Director of the Institut Supérieur d’Informatique et des
Technolgies de Communication of the University of Sousse. Since October 2013, he is Director
General of Khawarizmi Computing Center (CCK), which is serving as a Data Center and
Internet service provider for the Tunisian academic community.
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Dr. Youssef has over 170 publications to his credit in the form of books, book chapters, and journal and
conference papers. He is the author with S. Sait of two books, (1) “VLSI Physical Design Automation: Theory
and Practice”, McGraw-Hill 1995, (also co-published by IEEE Press 1995), and reprinted with corrections by
World Scientific in 1999, and (2) “Iterative Computer Algorithms with Applications in Engineering”, IEEE CS
Press 1999, and since 2003 published by John Wiley & Sons, which has also been translated into Japanese.
He also recently co-authored the book “Radio Link Quality Estimation in Low-Power Wireless Networks”,
Springer Press 2013. His current research interests are computer networks, performance evaluation of
computer systems, and combinatorial optimization.
Abstract-CCK (Centre de Calcul Khawarizmi) was created in 1976 to provide local centralized access to
computing services for several public entities (ministries, government administrative offices, public
academic institutions, etc). In 1997, it became an Internet Service Provider for the entire Tunisian academic
community, where local access networks of various institutions were connected to CCK backbone
network via leased lines of bandwidth varying between 64 Kbps to 2 Mbps, and providing basic Internet
Information Services such as telnet, ftp, email and web access. It also continued to provide computing
services. Since then, it has evolved to become a Datacenter, hosting numerous secure Internet, computing
and Application services (e-administration/academic services) to a large academic population of over 400
000 users, composed of 25 000 faculty members, 20 000 administrative staff, and 370 000 students. A
total of 400 Access networks are attached to CCK backbone using mostly fiber optic links of bandwidth
varying between 20 and 100 Mbps. Backbone nodes are connected via metro Ethernet links of bandwidth
2x1 Gbps. Measured aggregate network traffic evolved from around 20 Mbps in 1997 to about 1.6 Gbps in
2013. A major upgrade is underway that will put more bandwidth into the backbone as well as the access
networks, and to introduce new services that will facilitate efficient, reliable and secure collaboration
among researchers as well as students

Hyong Soon KIM
Dr. Hyong Soon Kim has been working as a researcher and a policy adviser in the
field of ICT infrastructure in Korea since 1997.
He is currently responsible for Korea Advanced Research Network (KOREN) in
National Information Society Agency (NIA) of Korea.
He managed the pilot projects on Giga Internet, Public WiFi, BcN(Broadband
Convergence Network, Next Generation Network), Rural BcN, IPv6 and also
worked as the chair of Service Transition Working Group of IPv6 Forum Korea.
His research area includes mobile cloud computing, developing the ICT infrastructure policy development
and next generation network.
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Title of Presentation: KOREN, the Progress of ICT Research Infrastructure in Korea
Abstract: In this talk, he would address how Korea started its research infrastructure in ICT field and
progress up to now. Recent activities related advanced technologies including future internet will be also
delivered.

Markus Buchhorn
Based in Australia, Dr. Markus Buchhorn is a former astrophysicist, a former IT geek,
a former University IT Director at one of Australia’s largest research Universities
(ANU), and a former Director of Services at a large state e-Research partnership
involving ten universities. He has been actively involved in the application of ICT
to research and education for over twenty years, across many local, state and
national initiatives and now works as an advisor for multiple such projects across
Australia and overseas. He has a strong focus on user community needs and
requirements, as well as good governance, to guide technology planning. He was
also deeply involved in the establishment and growth of APAN over its first ten
years, and has recently returned to APAN to become its General Manager.
Title of Presentation: Advancement of the NREN Infrastructure and Applications in the Asia-Pacific Region
Abstract: APAN (Asia-Pacific Advanced Network) has been the venue for the development of cooperative
NREN infrastructure and promotion of advanced Internet applications for over fifteen years. Challenges
have included the vast geographical size and cultural and economical diversities among the members.
However, the exemplary cooperation among member economies has led to considerable achievements in
advanced infrastructure, services and application activities in medicine, natural resources, e-culture and
Future Internet to name a few. However, much more can and has to be done to bring the whole community
the benefits of this infrastructure. APAN continues to adapt and fulfill its voluntary mission in this direction
and share its experiences, both tough and rewarding, on that course.

Alberto Pérez
Dr. Alberto Pérez has been working since 2002 for RED.ES, a Spanish Government
agency in charge of promoting Information Society in Spain, which, inter alia,
manages RedIRIS (the Spanish National Research and Education Network) and
‘Dominios.es’, the top level Registry for the ‘.es’ domain.
In 2004, Dr. Alberto Pérez became the Deputy Director of RedIRIS. His task are
mainly related to strategic planning, project management, control of RedIRIS
budget and staff management, as well as international representation of RedIRIS
at fora like TERENA (European association of National Research and Education
Networks) and at the management bodies of different EU-funded projects, like
GN3Plus. He is currently co- Chairman of the TERENA Task Force on Management of Service Portfolios (“TFMSP”) and member of the GÉANT Strategy and Innovation Committee, and was member of the Executive
Committee of TERENA from 2007 to 2013.
When Dr. Pérez joined RED.ES in 2002, his activity was mainly related to the ‘.es’
Registry, of which he became the Deputy Director. He is still in charge of international
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representation and policy development for this Registry, representing it at international fora like ICANN
(Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers), IGF (Internet Governance Forum) or CENTR
(Council of European National Top Level Domain Registries). Dr. Alberto Pérez was member of the CENTR
Board of Directors from 2007 until 2011.
Dr. Perez occasionally advises the State Department for Telecommunications and Information Society (to
which RED.ES belongs) on matters related to policy and legal development for the ICT sector.
Prior to joining RED.ES, Dr. Alberto Pérez worked for the Spanish telecom regulator CMT (Comisión del
Mercado de Telecomunicaciones) from 1999 to 2002, and for the University of Alcala as a lecturer from 1994
to 1999. Dr. Pérez has a Ph.D. in ICT law, has published two books and many articles on ICT policy, and has
been a speaker at many conferences related to this sector. He also has an Executive MBA from the Instituto
de Empresa.
Title of Presentation: RedIRIS-New Network Infrastructure and New Challenges
Abstract: RedIRIS, the Spanish National Research and Education Network, has just celebrated, on the 27th
October 2013, its 25th anniversary, in an event kindly hosted by His Royal Highness the Crown Prince Felipe
de Borbón.

Hedi Haddada
Title of Presentation: International cooperation of the CNRS
Abstract: After long years of laboratory research (cancer immunology and gene
therapy) as research Director, I was implicated in the international scientific
cooperation of France from 2005 until 2013, first Attaché for science and
technology at the Embassy of France in Washington (2005-2008), then in Cairo
(2008-2011), then, as Deputy director of the international cooperation of the CNRS
for Africa and the Middle East.
I will present very briefly the CNRS international activities and tools and my
experience in the international scientific cooperation. Since the last few months, I have created an
autonomous structure “science innovation for development” which main role is to promote international
cooperation, research innovation and valorization”
CNRS–Presentation:
The Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (National Center for Scientific Research) is a public
organization under the responsibility of the French Ministry of Higher Education and Research.
It has been founded in 1939 by the government. The CNRS is the most important fundamental research
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center in Europe.
The main missions of CNRS are:
1)To evaluate and carry out all research capable of advancing knowledge and bringing social, cultural,
and economic benefits for society, 2)To contribute to the application and promotion of research results,
3)To develop scientific information.4) To support research training, 5)To participate in the analysis of the
national and international scientific climate and its potential for evolution in order to develop a national
policy.
European and international cooperation of CNRS
The European and international cooperation of the CNRS is managed by an important department called
DERCI. The role of DERCI is to promote international cooperation in the different fields of science and
technology by::
• Selecting thematic and geographical priorities, setting up win-win cooperation and structuring
partnerships.
• Making CNRS international initiatives a major tool to enhance French research attractiveness and
visibility abroad.
• Improving dialogue and joining forces with other organizations, universities and alliances to propose
coordinated initiatives at the European and international level.

Magda Hussein Zaki
Magda H. Zaki is a graduate of the American University in Cairo where she
majored in Political Science. . During her years of college, she had the chance to
participate in an exchange program in Grand Rapid State College –MI-US, as well
as to travel intensively for courses in China (1978) and the US (1980).
In 2000, she received her M.A with honors from the same university, her thesis
topic was “National Identity in Central Asia in the Post Soviet Era… the case of
Uzbekistan” which was partly written while visiting the countries of Central Asia
in the late 90’s.
Between 1980 and 1990, she joined her family’s business working with different international cooperations such as Rockwell Int. (USA) , Mitsubishi (Japan) etc... Yet in 1993, she decided to work in her field
of studies where she joined the League of Arab States. Between 1993 and 2005, she joined the Arab Fund for
Development and Cooperation in Africa, focusing on “Development” in less fortunate African Countries.
Between 2005 and 2008 she worked in the department of Arab-North American relations where she focused
researching US-Arab relations during the Bush II administration. In 2008 she got promoted as director of
the department of the Dialogue among Civilizations and in 2013 became director of the department of
Education and Scientific research tilting her focus from political to social affairs.
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Hans Frese

Education:
1961 - 1968 Studies of Physics at the Universities of Marburg and Hamburg, 1968
Diploma in Physics, University of Hamburg, 1974 Ph.D., University of Hamburg
Professional Career:
1968 - 1983 Research Scientist at Deutsches Elektronen-Synchrotron DESY, 1984
– 1986 Research Scientist at the Stanford Linear Accelerator Center (SLAC), 1986 2007 Research Scientist at Deutsches Elektronen-Synchrotron DESY
Professional Activities:
1968 - 1974 Research on meson photo production, 1975 - 1979 Planning and
construction of the control system of the PETRA storage ring at DESY, 1980 - 1984 Planning and construction
of the control system of the HERA storage ring at DESY, 1984 – 1986 SLACNET, 1986 - 1989 Completion of
HERA, 1989 - 2007 Coordinator of telecommunications at DESY including satellites and video conferencing,
1992 - present Co-director of various networking projects covering scientific communications with the
countries of the Former Soviet Union (INTAS, NATO, and EU funded), 2001 - present Technical manager and
consultant for the NATO Virtual Silk Highway Project and its follow-up
Committee Membership:
1989 - 1995 HEPNET Technical Committee (Chair 1992 – 1995), 1992 - 1994 Director of the German chapter
of the European Academic Research Network (EARN), 1995 - 2005 Operations Committee of the German
Research Network DFN, 1996 - 2007 Remote Conferencing Working Group (RCWG) of the Energy Sciences
Network (ESnet), 1997 - present Working Group B of the Preparatory Commission of the Comprehensive
Nuclear, Test Ban Treaty (CTBTO), Task leader for Communications and Performance Assessment 1999 –
2003 NATO Computer Networking Panel
Honors:
2003 Honorary Professor of the Institute of Physics and Technology (IPT) of the Ministry of Education and
Science of Kazakhstan
Membership:
American Physical Society, Internet Society
Title of Presentation: Filling Gaps and Needs of NRENs - the SILK Experience
Abstract: For more than a decade, the NATO SILK Project and its follow-ups has helped to advance the
NRENs of Central Asia.
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Patrick Fassnacht
Patrick Fassnacht started in Experimental Nuclear and Particle Physics at the
University of Strasbourg (France) in 1979. From Nuclear Physics he moved to
Intermediate Energy Physics participating to various experiments in the domain
of “coherent” pion production and searches of multibaryonic states at the CERN
SC and at SATURNE (Saclay/France). In 1984 he got his PhD diploma of “Docteur
Es-Sciences”. When joining the CPPM at Marseille he moved to High Energy
Physics joining the CPLear collaboration (focus on CP violation in the 3??channel)
and finally the ATLAS experiment. To the latter he contributed as Test Beam
coordinator and later for six years as Technical Coordinator of the ATLAS Liquid
Argon Calorimeter system. He was responsible for getting the calorimeters assembled, integrated into the
cryostats and commissioned. From April 2004 onwards, for a period of more than six years, he was acting as
CERN ATLAS Team leader. During that period he had interactions with the numerous ATLAS Users coming
to CERN, at that time he started to establish strong collaboration with some countries from the Middle East
and North Africa. Since late 2010 he is also the CERN Scientific Coordinator of the AIDA program.
Title of Presentation: CERN The Main Three Axis - Research, Innovation and Training

Federico Ruggieri
Dr. Federico Ruggieri, is Director of Research of INFN and works on On-Line and
Off-line Computing Systems for High Energy Physics experiments. He promoted
the first GRID project approved by the European Community DataGRID. He was
the Director of CNAF in Bologna, where he started the LHC TIER1 for Italy. He
played also an important role in the development of the Networks for Research in
Italy. He is a member of the Technical Advisory Committee of GARR. Presently he
is the Project Manager of two European Projects: EUChinaGRID and EUMEDGRID
funded under the 6th FP.

David West
David West joined DANTE in 2001 and has lead and managed regional research and
education networking projects outside Europe. He has run the EUMEDCONNECT
project providing regional networking for North Africa and Middle East since its
outset in 2004. He has also developed regional networks across South and South
East Asia (TEIN2 and TEIN3, 2004 – 2012), and Central Asia (CAREN since 2009).
He also contributes to DANTE’s core-business of building and operating the panEuropean Network, GEANT and its global relationships. Previously David was
a senior manager at British Telecom for 15 years in a number of international
roles to develop and manage new international network services and business
development projects for BT’s global division and its overseas partners. He is educated to postgraduate
level.
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Salem Al-Agtash
Salem Al-Agtash, got his Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering from the University of
Colorado at Boulder in 1998. He is now the Dean of Computer Engineering and
Information Technology School, an associate professor of Computer Engineering
at the German Jordanian University and a Senior Advisor on ICT and Technology
at Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization. Dr. Al-Agtash teaches classes in the fields of
computer systems, electrical engineering, systems programming, and robotics at
the undergraduate and graduate levels. His research interests are in the areas
of electricity markets, agent based energy systems, education, innovation, and
industrial linkages and international cooperation.
Beyond his academic work, he is a consultant and advisor on several technology and education related
projects at Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization, European Commission, United Nations, University, and
many national and international organizations. During his academic career, he served as a department
chair, founding director, founding dean, and currently the managing director of the Arab States Research
and Education Network, GmbH, a non-profit institution responsible for developing a sustainable Pan-Arab
e-Infrastructure dedicated for research and education and connecting the Arab Universities and research
centers. Dr. Al-Agtash is fluent in Arabic, English, and Turkish, has devoted a large portion of his career
towards research advancement, developing relevant and quality ICT educational programs, strengthening
tri-partite links between university, private sector and government, and building international cooperation.
He won several awards and grants and has published more than twenty refereed journal papers and
about twenty five conference papers and working reports. He is a prominent speaker in many national and
international conferences and meetings.

Tiwonge Msulira Banda
Tiwonge Msulira Banda manages the Secretariat of UbuntuNet Alliance for
Research and Education Networking, the regional research and education
network for eastern and southern Africa. He has 5 years of experience in project
management, coordinating emerging NRENs in East and Southern Africa
and following up on issues of ICT infrastructure including connectivity for
Research and Education. He has a credit BSc in Environmental Science from the
University of Malawi and currently studying for an MBA jointly offered by the
East and Southern Africa Management Institute and Maastricht University. He
has been involved in EU FP7 projects since 2007 and participated in the GLOBAL,
ERINA4Africa and CHAIN, and now eI4Africa and CHAIN-REDS projects. Apart from managing finance and
administration, he manages the web presence and e-newsletter of UbuntuNet Alliance and is also involved
in the dissemination activities of the AfricaConnect project.
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Johnathon Chapman
Johnathon Chapman is Chief Information Officer for Georgetown University
in Qatar. He is also active in Internet2, the US national research and education
network, chairing the Internet2 Emerging NRENs Middle East Special Interest
Group. Mr. Chapman’s career spans more than 20 years in the field of information
technology as an administrator, consultant, teacher, and technologist. Since
2000 he has lived in the Arabian Gulf where he has worked in higher education,
government, and private industry. Mr. Chapman has degrees in business and
computer science. He has special interests in global education networks and the
management of service organizations in culturally diverse environments.
Title of Presentation: NREN 3.0 - Globalization

John Dyer
John Dyer is the Business and Technology Strategist at TERENA. He is responsible
for strategic issues and for overseeing development of new initiatives. His tasks
include supporting the Task-Force on the Management of Service Portfolios (TFMSP) developing the Compendium of national research and education networks
in Europe and creating TERENA’s long-term strategy for middleware.
His main interests are looking at the more business oriented aspects of networking
including Identity Management, Security, Business Processes, Risk Assessment
and Management and making the case for NRENs.
Title of Presentation: Eduroam and Edugain

Yves Poppe
Yves Poppe is very active in the Research and Education Networking Community
where he was a pioneer in international high bandwidth with the first
transatlantic STM-1 connection in 1994 between Canarie and Europe on the
then just launched Cantat-3 cable. He promoted high bandwidth for R&E as a
member of the Canadian delegation to the G7 GIBN (Global Interoperability of
Broadband Initiative). In 2001 he facilitated the establishment of the first lambda
level connection at 2.5gbps between Surfnet Amsterdam, New York Manlan
and Chicago Starlight and also contributed to first international connections
between the USA and Russia for what was later to become the Gloriad project.
He represents Tata Communications in R&E organizations including TERENA where he was member of
the General Assembly, Internet2 and APAN, he is also a former member of Canarie’s Technical Advisory
Committee.
Yves Poppe also actively supported the early efforts promoting the next generation internet protocol
IPv6. Teleglobe became a founding member of the International IPv6 Forum where Yves represents the
Corporation and is also a steering committee member of the North American IPv6 taskforce. He chaired
the Canadian IPv6 Task Group that in March 2010 issued a set of recommendations for IPv6
deployment and transition in Canada and chairs the Canadian IPv6 Forum. Yves is a
member of the Cisco IPv6 deployment Council and the Tata Communications in-house
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IPv6 Council.
Over the years he has been instrumental in the successful conclusion of major supply and partnership
agreements between Teleglobe, now Tata Communications and the global Research and Education
Community. Yves is a frequent presenter on the evolution of telecommunications, the internet and the
key role of IPv6. He regularly covers the evolution of subsea communication capacity and international
telecommunications at sessions of TEMIC (Telecommunications Executive Management Institute of
Canada).
VSNL international, part of the Tata Group acquired Teleglobe in February 2006 and since February 2008
the Company operates under the name Tata Communications.
Title of Presentation: Evolution of the Middle Eastern Subsea Cable Capacity
Abstract: This presentation addresses the first of the three themes of this year’s e-age conference: Connect
and especially the international aspect, key to meaningful collaboration in Science.
An update on the subsea cable capacity linking the Middle-Eastern countries to each other, to Europe, Asia
and beyond will show the tremendous progress in the activation of new cables and new capacity we have
witnessed over the last 12 months. The accelerating transition from 10gbps to 100 gbps promises to provide
yet another leap in available high bandwidth capacity and hopefully its affordability. We will also look at
what pieces might still missing to successfully complete the ASREN vision of a Middle Eastern Research and
Education Network.

Rodney Wilson
Rodney Wilson currently serves as Ciena’s Senior Director for External Research,
with responsibility for Ciena’s global interaction and collaboration with
universities and government research organizations.
Ciena actively conducts scientific research concerning next-generation photonics
and architecture and funds several university research programs that Mr.
Wilson coordinates. He is responsible for Ciena’s participation with Research
and Education networks worldwide, such as CANARIE (Canada), SURFnet
(Netherlands), and Internet2 (USA).
Prior to joining Ciena, he held a similar position with Nortel Networks. Previously he was vice president
technology for Toronto-based Niburu Corporation and was involved in business incubation and venture
capital technology assessments for emerging technology businesses. He has held technology and marketing
positions with Motorola, The University of Toronto, Bell Canada and Gandalf Technologies.
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He holds a degree in Electronics Engineering from Ryerson University and has studied Business Strategy at
the Stanford University Graduate School of Business.
Title of Presentation: Ultra-high Speed, Long Reach 400G Transmission Made Real
Abstract: Recently a number of computer communications research breakthroughs and clever techniques
have made 400Gb/s a reality. This presentation will discuss these breakthroughs and provide a look at
exactly how modifications to modulation techniques and forward error correction result in easily achieving
200G, and how efficient use of optical fibre spectrum allows 400G connectivity. While 400G can be
achieved for very short spans, this talk will also explain methods to achieve 400G for wide area spans that
meet needs of high-performance computing (HPC) beyond short hop or Metropolitan Network distances.
Attendees of this session will gain a greater understanding about how these cutting edge transmissions
systems work, and how they will greatly assist high-performance computing (HPC) network engineers in
determining how to select and deploy these latest technologies. The session will also provide insights in
how to determine which vendors have the depth and portfolio to deliver high-performance networks for
the HPC community.

Fahd A. Batayneh
Fahd A. Batayneh is a staff member of ICANN’s Stakeholder Engagement Team.
He works as a Coordinator for the Middle East region since October 2013. Prior to
ICANN, he held several positions within Jordan’s National IT Center (NITC) last of
which was managing both the ccTLD and IDN ccTLD of Jordan.
Fahd has attended ICANN meetings on regular basis since 2008, and was active
in several working groups. Other than his day job with the government of
Jordan, Fahd has provided many consultancies related to Internet Governance,
New gTLDs, and Internet Policy Development. He holds a B.Sc. in Computer
Engineering with honors, and an MBA. He is married, and has two sons. Fahd is
based in Amman, Jordan.
Title of Presentation: Middle East Strategy Working Group (MESWG) – A Community Driven Approach
Abstract: The presentation will brief the audience about the MESWG and the various sub-groups that
have been developed as a result of driving the strategy forward, mainly the Arabic IDN task force, as well as
the capacity building sub-group.

Oum Kalthoum Ben Hassine
Oum Kalthoum Ben Hassine is a state doctorate in sciences (Doctorat d’état ès
Sciences) in Biology ( University of Montpellier).
She has the following professional experiences & skills: Lecturer in Biological
Sciences at the Faculty of Sciences of Tunis, from 1/10/1971 to 1/01/1975. AssistantProfessor in Biological Sciences at the Faculty of Science of Tunis, from 1/01/1975
to March 1979. Seconded to the CNRS (National Center for Scientific Research) in
France (University of Montpelier): 1979-1980. Associated Professor in Biology at the
University “Sciences et Techniques du Languedoc” in Montpelier (France), from
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1980 to 1983. Professor of Biology at the Faculty of Sciences of Tunis, from October, 1984 to October 1990. Full
Professor of Biology at the Faculty of Sciences of Tunis since 1990. Founder & Director of the Research Unit
of “Biology, Ecology and Parasitology of Aquatic Organisms”, code 99/UR/09.04, since its creation in 1999.
Founder and Coordinator of masters in “Integrative biology and functional Ecology of Coastal Ecosystems”.
Mediterranean’s Trainer in Sciences and Biotechnologies, (since 2001). Member, from 1993 to 2007, of the
National Committee of Project Selection within the framework of the FEM/NGO Program of micro-funding
of the UNEP, Member of the piloting National Committee of the PMF of FEM. Founder and President of the
Tunisian Association “Women and Sciences”. Has obtained a Certificate of appreciation for exceptional
voluntary service, United Nations. Corresponding member of the European Academy of Sciences, Arts and
Letters (since 2011). Member of the Gender Research network in Africa & in Arab Countries (MENA) into ICTs
for Empowerment (GRACE). Member of the research network of the Organization for Women in Science for
the Developing World (OWSD). Attends Conferences of the Sharing Knowledge Foundation since 2002. Has
supervised over than 100 thesis dissertations, many of whom are now teachers’ researchers in universities
and Research centers of Tunisia. Has published over than 200 articles in international journals. She has
achieved several consultations and expertise in the field of environment, living marine resources, gender,
scientific research, training and education.
Title of Presentation: The Regional Gender Research Network in Africa and the Middle East into ICTs for
Empowerment (GRACE) : Objectives, Researchers, Projects, Working Policies and Lessons Learned
Abstract: Given the fact that the information is an instrument of knowledge, the diffusion of new
technologies (ICTs) and advent of the Internet as a public network opened up new opportunities to widen
the public place of knowledge in all geographical regions and for all components of human society. However,
the power of ICTs is their ability to connect people around the world and enable networking and then the
emergence of an online community and online working groups, what favour a human development based
on a vision of society conducive to empowerment. Indeed, human development constitutes the purpose
and main object of the knowledge society, whereas the knowledge society offers to human development
the environment and general frame most favourable to its growth.
Thus, starting from the postulate that Access to and use of ICTs is both a gender and a development issue,
the Grace network, managed by The GRACE Project Voluntary Association based in South Africa, was
launched in 2005, on the issue “The ICTs and women’s empowerment”. Indeed, gender empowerment is
necessary for women’s participation in the knowledge society. In a first step, Grace Network was involved
14 researchers teams from 12 African countries. Then, in a second stage, which began in 2008, it was
expanded to include 14 other researchers teams from the MENA region, from six countries. This has led to
the formation of an African and Middle Eastern network of gender and ICT researchers.
All research initiated within the framework of this network try to explore how technology disclosure can
change gender realities women in Africa and the Middle East but also to delimit the experiences of women’s
empowerment in the context of their gender, economic and political, social, cultural.
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The goal of these researches is building a large body of research on how African and Arab women access to
and use ICTs, what will enrich our understanding of development problems in general and of African and
Arab development in particular and will influence policies and interventions to help reduce the obstacles
women currently encounter.
All of the research conducted within the framework of the first phase of GRACE led to the publication of a
book entitled “African Women and ICTs: Investigating Technology, Gender and Empowerment.”
A second book, from the research of the second phase of GRACE, is currently being published.
The main lesson learned from this experience is that the working in Network, through internet, is a great
enrichment for the research and for the researcher. However, from what we have learnt so far, the following
ideas can be shared for the purpose of Integrating Arab e-infrastructure in a Global Environment, e-AGE
2013:
• Empowerment leads women to perceive themselves as capable of understanding decisions and making
choices,
• Access to ICTs for women empowerment is access to education and to information,
• Women empowerment, in both society and work, is supported by ICTs which can provide tools to enable
women to make choices about their lives in the household and in the community.

Guido Zebisch
roject Director Mr. Guido Zebisch, holding an M.A. from Munich University in
hermeneutics and linguistics, has been involved with ARABTERM since September
2011.
Prior to his engag ement with GIZ, he has gained thorough experiences in the
Arab World with a number of internationally operating German institutions, e.g.
the German Academic Exchange Service DAAD, the German Foreign Office and
the Goethe-Institut where he served as a consultant and director of the German
Cultural Institute in Yemen.
The challenge of ARABTERM, in his view, lies in the fact that it is an interdisciplinary approach bridging
technical disciplines with linguistic policies: the GIZ approach, working with the Arab League`s Cultural
Organisation ALECSO on this dictionary project, is a promising combination.
Title of Presentation: Facilitating Knowledge Transfer: ALECSO´s Quatrilingual Arabic Technical Online
Dictionary
Abstract: The ground-breaking Arab Human Development Report 2003 pointed out that knowledge
transfer cannot take place when academic and vocational students do not dispose over a command of
terminological precision in their habitual language.
This multidisciplinary project aims at creating opportunities of knowledge transfer for key technologies
that have been identified as vital with regard to more sustainable absorption within the Arab world.
The Technical Dictionary www.arabterm.org is an online internet dictionary jointly commissioned by
the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and the Arab
League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization (ALECSO), and carried out by the
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) in collaboration with
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ALECSO’s division in Rabat, the Arabization Coordination Bureau (BCA).
ARABTERM offers a free platform for professional translation of technical terminology, and noteworthy,
Arabic definitions, from and to Arabic, German, English and French. The dictionary is composed of different
volumes covering Automotive Engineering, Water Technology, Renewable Energies, Electrical Engineering,
Textiles, Transport and Infrastructure.
The consistent use of standardized reference terminology with regard to technical disciplines is a condition
for the internationalization of more sustainable economic development throughout Arab countries.
Terminological precision is required within a whole realm of domains, from legal aspects, to procurement,
to research and development. Better skilled professionals who will subsequently access larger and more
diverse work and market opportunities.
In this way, ARABTERM will contribute, in the long run, to the conversion to an Arab knowledge society.

Haifa Feki
Haifa Feki, an associate professor at the Higher school of engineers of Medjez el
beb, Tunisia since April 2013. Specialized in Hydraulics, Quantitative hydrology,
stochastic hydrology, geostatistics and climatology, I received my Ph.D from the
National Institute of Agronomy of Tunisia in 2010. In 2003, I received my DEA in
Geomaterials from the University of Marne la Vallée in France and in 2002, my
Diploma of engineer in hydraulics from the higher school of engineers of Medjez
el beb Tunisia.
In addition to teaching, she is a researcher in the Research Unit “Applied hydro
sciences” (06/UR/10-03) of the Higher Institute of water sciences and technology
of Gabès. She has many publications such as:
• Feki H, Slimani M et Abida H, 2013, Caractérisation spatio-temporelle des pluies en Tunisie, International
joint conference CB WR MED/2nd AOP’Tunisia conference on sustainable water management, 24-27
Avril 2013.
• Feki H, Slimani M et Cudennec Ch, (2012) « Incorporating elevation in rainfall interpolation in Tunisia
using geostatistical methods », Hydrological Sciences – Journal - des sciences hydrologiques.
• Baccour H, Feki H, Slimani M et Cudennec Ch, (2012) «Interpolation de l’évapotranspiration de référence
en Tunisie par la méthode de krigeage ordinaire », Secheresse.
Title of Presentation: Application of Geostatistics for the Estimation of Climatic Variables in Tunisia
Abstract: In this paper, two geostatistical algorithms are compared: universal kriging (UK) and kriging
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with external drift (KED). These algorithms are used to interpolate interannual rainfall observations and
interannual potential evapotranspiration (Et0) measured at 22 weather stations in Tunisia covering an
area of 164 150 km2. Experimental sample semi variograms are constructed and fitted to estimate levels
of interannual rainfall and interannual Et0. Contour maps and corresponding uncertainty maps are
then created. Maps of rainfall and Et0 obtained using UK showed a slightly smoother pattern than those
obtained using KED. The largest kriging variance values are located in the west and south parts of the
study area for both methods with a larger maximum variance for Et0 than for rainfall. Cross validation
showed that the RMSE obtained for KED gave better results for rainfall interpolation while the UK gave
better result for Et0 interpolation.

Adel Abdel Sadek
Adel Abdel Sadek, interested in internet studies since I graduated from the Cairo
university - Faculty of Economics and Political Science, I have BC in political science
“Major” & economics “Minor”,
Adel work as expert in ahram center for political &strategic studies and CEO Arab
Center for Cyberspace Research -ACCR
Adel has a Master degree in political science ,faculty of economic and political science,
Cairo university, under the title “the Impact of Cyber terrorism on the use of power
in international relation “, 2009,adel is Preparing for have PHD in political science,”
cyberspace and the changing in international relation” 2011-2013,
Adel has published many articles and Studies and books on the effects of the Internet on society in all its
dimensions. It is worth mentioning that Adel founded in 2009 a specialized a research center under the
name of the Arab Center for cyberspace Research - as an initiative to gather all researchers who interested
in the attention, this project won the prize of the best cultural project in Arab world in 2011.
Adel is a member in AMAG of Arab governance internet forum and participated in the first forum in Kuwait
and the second in Algeria Adel also is a member in internet society.
Adel won some Awards like Get the award for best Arab cultural project for 2011 and get the prize of
His Highness Sheikh Salem Al Ali Al Sabah Informatics in Kuwait in March 2012, Get the book prize of
the Republic in communication and information technology in May 2010, Run for the Dubai Award for
journalism in 2008, and Adel won Award for United Nations Program for Human Rights in 2007>
Adel sadek@hotmail.com

Ognjen Prnjat
Dr. Ognjen Prnjat holds the position of European and Regional eInfrastructure
manager in the Greek Research and Technology Network, where he is acting as
the coordinator of the DG-INFSO HP-SEE project (High-Performance Computing
Infrastructure for South East Europe’s Research Communities), and is strongly
involved in the global CHAIN-REDS project. In these roles he is responsible for
organizing various aspects of electronic infrastructures in the SEE region and
beyond, and their sustainability and seamless integration in pan-European
eScience infrastructure. Ognjen just finished coordinating the DG-RTD SEERA-EI
(South East European Research Area for e-Infrastructures) project, which brought
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together relevant Ministries from 10 countries in the SEE region in common strategy planning and joint
programming in the area of electronic infrastructures. Ognjen has coordinated 3 phases of the SEE-GRID
series of projects, which built the regional Grid infrastructure, empowered user communities, established
National Grid Initiatives, and joined the SEE region in European Grid Infrastructure.
Previously Ognjen was with the Department of Electronic and Electrical Eng., University College London,
where as a Research Fellow he was leading technical and project management aspects of a number of
EC ACTS/IST and UK EPSRC projects in diverse fields of computing and telecoms. He holds a Bachelor of
Eng. Degree in Electronics and Electrical Eng. (First Class Honours) from University of Surrey, UK, 1995, MSc
(Distinction), 1996, from University College London, and Ph.D. in Telecoms from UCL, 2001.
Title of Presentation: Regional Development Approaches to Shared Computing Infrastructures

Rafael Mayo-Garcia
Rafael Mayo García is Doctor Degree in Physics from the Universidad Complutense
de Madrid (2004). From 2006 he has also been Adjunct Faculty and Honorary
Fellow at the same University in the Physics of Materials Department. He has been
involved in many experiments in Bulgaria, Sweden and Ireland (funded, among
others, by the European Commission with a Marie Curie fellowship) to study
plasma properties. He has also obtained a postdoctoral fellowship in the Spanish
Juan de la Cierva Programme. He is author of 23 scientific articles published in
international JCR referenced journals (being cited 144 times) and more than 60
proceedings (being cited 245 times in Google Scholar). He has been involved in
several European and National Projects working on ICT scientific developments (EGEE-III, EUFORIA, EFDAITM, Spanish e-Science Network) and even on managerial activities as Work Package Manager and/or
member of Executive Boards (EELA, EELA-2, EPIKH, GISELA, CHAIN, CHAIN-REDS, BETTY). He also has served
to several institutions as evaluator for their competitive calls, European Commission included.
Title of Presentation: A CHAIN-REDS Perspective about Data Access and Metadata Management
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Fotis Karayannis
Dr. Fotis Karayannis has 19 years of experience in the ICT research, focusing
mainly in Research Networking and Computing e-Infrastructures. He received
his PhD in 1998 in the fields of Integrated Communications and Management of
Broadband Networks from NTUA, Greece. He participated in multiple European
research projects working for commercial or research entities such as OTEPlus,
GRNET, CERN, CESNET, Microsoft Research Cambridge and Microsoft Innovation
Center Greece, ATHENA Research Center, and Athens University of Economics and
Business. He has worked for major e-Infrastructure projects such as the GEANT,
EGEE series, EGI Design Study, PRACE, and the e-IRG support projects. He has also
acted as a national delegate of the Programme Committee of the FP7 Research Infrastructures and the
e-IRG, EGI Policy Board vice-chair and NGI representative (Hellasgrid) in EGI.
Title of Presentation: Engagedata.eu, gateway to open Public Sector Information
Abstract: EngageData.eu is a centralized and collaborative e-Infrastructure for Public Sector Information
(PSI) providing a single point of access to distributed and diverse datasets, as well as relevant tools in
order to cover the needs of researchers and citizens. Public Sector Information can be anything varying
from election results, population statistics, unemployment figures, earnings and transportation to fire
incidents, criminal records and illegal immigration. The vision of the ENGAGE e-Infrastructure is to extract,
highlight and enhance the re-use value of PSI data. This is achieved by moving from low-structured, nonmachine processed, isolated and difficult to find PSI data (e.g. pdf) to high-structured, easy to process and
linked datasets (e.g. csv). And for this to be achieved, ENGAGE empowers its user community to curate,
cleanse, enrich and extend PSI datasets and their metadata in a crowd-sourcing approach. ENGAGE is
able to both harvest external resources and keep only its metadata in its repository and also store the full
datasets. EngageData.eu has already more than 350 users and links to close 15,000 datasets. Main features
of the EngageData.eu platform are the elastic & filtered search, upload/download facility, visualization,
dataset extension, dataset request, provenance information, rating, formation of user groups, and more.
Finally, the core of the ENGAGE platform has been strengthened by switching from a flat-metadata schema
to a richer, semantically enhanced ENGAGE meta-data model based on CERIF. The aim is for ENGAGE to
seamlessly interoperate with a number of PSI repositories through appropriate transformation engines.

Karim Chine
Karim Chine is a software architect, a social entrepreneur and an independent
expert in cloud computing and research infrastructures at European Commission.
After graduating from Ecole Polytechnique de Paris and Telecom ParisTech, Karim
held positions at Schlumberger, IBM, EBI and Imperial College London. Karim is
the author and designer of Elastic-R, a pioneering Virtual Research Environment
for scientific and statistical computing, reproducible research and collaboration
in the cloud.
Title of Presentation: Elastic-R, Towards a Universal Platform for Research and
Education in the Cloud
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Vincenzo Puliatti
Mr. Puliatti has worked for more than 20 years with international organizations,
out of which 15 years with the United Nations Development Programme û UNDP
- as international staff member being responsible for ICT for Development aimed
to improve people quality of life through IT. He is was a founding member of the
Internet Society in 1992 and has been instrumental for the early Internet global
deployment in the late æ80s and early æ90s.
Egypt was his last assignment with the UN as head of the Technical Cooperation
Unit of the ôUNDP û MCIT ICT Trust Fundö, a joint initiative newly established by
the Minister of Communication and Information Technology of Egypt and the United Nations Development
Programme in 2002.
Mr. Puliatti decided to consolidate his values, vision and international experience by establishing IT
Synergy in Peru in 1999 and then as an Egyptian shareholding company in 2004. Since 2011 his focus is on
leveraging the usage and local implementation of cloud computing and related technologies.
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Sponsors
Ciena

Ciena, the network specialist, provides advanced optical and Ethernet solutions to unlock potential for
researchers worldwide. Our solutions feature ultra-high capacity, reconfigurability and service flexibility
that match the requirements of supercomputing systems. Ciena collaborates with leading institutions
to provide the research and education community with optimized networks that minimize cost and
complexity, through initiatives supporting the implementation of intelligent control plane technologies,
interoperability and scalability from Ethernet to 100G and beyond
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PUSH THE BOUNDARIES
OF RESEARCH
Ciena's OPn architecture supports:
Dynamic, application-enabled bandwidth-on-demand
Optimize your network for cost-efficiency with SDN-enabled
packet-optical networking

Bandwidth-intensive applications
Deliver peta-scale science, high-performance computing,
and massive file transfers

Unmatched WAN capacity and reach
Scale to 100G+ and reach beyond your limits
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Media Partner

Digital Meets Culture

An interactive online magazine where digital technology and culture collide.
digitalmeetsculture.net is the communication platform run by company Promoter, designed as an on-line
magazine about the digital culture, that collects and shares information and events, globally. Currently, it
counts over 12,000 visits and more than 26,000 page visualizations per month.
digitalmeetsculture.net is addressed to professionals belonging to different sectors as cultural heritage
institutions (museums, libraries and archive managers), technical and scientific area (universities, IT
experts, e-infrastructure providers, researchers and SMEs), training and education (teachers, students,
vocational trainers)
digitalmeetsculture.net is aimed also to people interested in the digital art (artists, photographers,
performers), and more generally to readers who want to be informed and up-to-date on what is happening
in the domain of the encounter of digital technologies with culture and art.
It is a valuable communication tool and an advertising showcase towards a very selected and high-profiled
audience, providing extensive information about international projects and initiatives for digitization,
preservation, data management and enjoyment of digital cultural heritage.
Beside general contents about culture, art and technologies, digitalmeetsculture.net offers interesting
opportunities for the dissemination and web-presence of scientific projects, by giving wide visibility to the
project’s activities and achievements, by deepening specific topics through interviews and related articles,
and by highlighting news and advertising events as media partner.

34

Staring at Culture,
from the hi-tech point of view

A cutting edge online magazine
Digital Meets Culture is an interactive online magazine where digital technology and culture collide. It
provides, on a truly global scale:
• the widest information about international projects and initiatives for the digitization, preservation, and enjoyment of digital cultural heritage;
• tales and talks, as well as amazing multimedia
contents, for a broad perspective of the latest in
digital art;
• up to date showcases of the ongoing most relevant acts in the field.

Digital Meets Culture counts on a steadily growing
visitors number, currently over 10.000 per month,
from all over the world and high-profiled on heritage
digital preservation, digital art, humanities computing, cloud computing. That’s why it is critical to
be showcased on Digital Meets Culture, either for
business or research dissemination purposes.
Digital Meets Culture is proudly edited and published by an international experts team at Promoter
SRL, since the 90’s European leader in the ICT
project management and business promotion.

Shot the QR Code with your smartphone/tablet,
get connected with www.digitalmeetsculture.net!
@digitalMculture
www.digitalmeetsculture.net | digitalmeetsculture@promoter.it | +39 0587 466881
PROMOTER SRL, ICT Research & Innovation | via Boccioni 2, I-56037 Peccioli, Pisa | www.promoter.it
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www.asrenorg.net

